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Juvenile Delinquency
Efforts to Put Derailed Teenagers on Track

Md. Saifullah

Juvenile delinquency means crimes committed by young
people. ‘Juvenile’ means youngsters of age group from 13 to
18 years. Juvenile is a negative expression to mean the turmoil
nature of this stage of life with the onset of puberty which is
a transition from childhood to adolescence. The positive word
used for juvenile is *youth” while the word “‘adolescent’ for the
same is used from neutral point of view.

‘Delinquency’ refers to minor crimes perpetuated by
juveniles. These crimes include truancy or skipping school,
copying or cheating in examinations, leaving home without
notice, drinking (alcohol), smoking (cigarette), ragging, eve-
teasing, eloping, watching pornography, travelling by bus or
train without tickets, pick-pocketing, pilferage, etc. Juveniles
under some conditions become so arrogant that they do not care
social or religious values, norms, rules and regulations of the
state. They are even found forming gangs and getting involved
in serious offences like murder, rape, kidnap, robbery, having
drugs, trading narcotics, etc.

Why do juveniles indulge in such anti-social activities?
Why is juvenility so destructive? The reasons are multifarious.
Human beings at this stage go through a series of physical,
biological and psychological changes. Various growth
hormones secreted from the bodz glands always keep them
unstable. They are moved by emotion, not by reason as found
in case of the grown up people. There are also some social
pressures which sometimes become unbearable. Excessive
pressure for studz, poverty, ruthless punishment by parents or
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guardians, or even boundless freedom in the affluent society
may lead them to such infamous juvenility. They always prefer
to fly in the world of dream keeping them away from the harsh
reality. Open sky culture, globalization and widespread social
media also contribute to build up this dreamy world. The
callousness of the parents or guardians towards their wards
or even excessive care by them also may be a cause of such
derailment. The increasing trend of social unrest, fragmentation
of the joint or extended families, family conflicts, broken
families due to separation of parents, mad business of parents
chasing after riches are also fuelling the problem.

However, there is a basic difference between juvenile
delinquency and regular crime. Crimes and criminal activities
are deliberately perpetuated by the adult people to fulfill their
own interest or ill-motives. On the other hand, juveniles usually
get involved in tiny crimes out of their emotion or influenced
by surrounding environment specially peer group without
thinking consequences of their deeds. And that is why, young
offenders enjoy some sort of impunity in the trial process.
Trial courts, penal code under which verdicts are pronounced
and even execution of sentences are softer for the tender
lawbreakers in compare to the normal criminals. And from that
angle, under-aged criminals are sent to the amendment centres,
not to the regular jails with a hope of their return to the normal
life in course of time.

The juvenile delinquents are being dealt as per the
Children Act 2013 which considers the young offenders (age
13 to 18 years) as children following the call of the United
Nations Children Rights Charter. Imbued with the spirit of the
law, each and every police station of the country has installed
a separate desk on the children affairs to dispose the related
cases. A police official holding the responsibility of the desk in
the police station monitors such lawsuits maintaining a constant
coordination with the representatives of the Department of
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Social Services and the courts concerned. More importantly,
the Children Act 2013 envisages the provision of setting up
the Children Courts to try the related offences considering
their VULNERABILITIES. AS THOSE COURTS ARE YET
TO BE ESTABLISHED, THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN
Repression Combating Tribunals (Nari o Shishu Nirjatan
Domon Tribunal) are dealing the cases. At present, a total of
101 such tribunals spreading all over the country regularly
hear the cases filed against juveniles. If such tribunal is not in
operation in any district, the court of the District and Session
Judge itself performs the responsibility.

The trial process of the young perpetrators as delineated
in the Children Act 2013, is very mild. They should not be
handcuffed or roped when brought under arrest. The decoration
of the courts would be informal with the policemen, lawyers and
court officials wearing informal dresses. The informal outlook
of the courts may help to keep the environment congenial for
the minor accused. Rude language or behaviour should be
avoided while recording deposition. Moreover, their parents
or guardians would be allowed to accompany them during the
hearing of the case in the court. Any news-story or photograph
of the children concerned with the trial process would never
be ventilated through print, electronic or social media, which
may expose their identity before public and cause humiliation.

The trial process of the cases filed against such alleged
tender aged convicts is very liberal. The bail granting process
for them is also soft. If bail is not allowed in any case
considering its severity, the young arrestees would be detained
in the Children Development Centres run by the Department
of Social Services. If any such inmate is to be sent to jail in
view of the harsh nature of any case, he or she must be kept
separately, never with the adult convicts. The law permits the
highest 10 years of imprisonment for committing the most
gruesome offence. There is no provision of awarding capital
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punishments like death sentence or life imprisonment under
the law. The Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) approach
is being given priority to dispose the cases at any stage of the
trial process in the court.

The government has developed a huge institutional set
up for the proper grooming of the young generation. Rules,
regulations and policies on the issue have also been updated.
The government has to take the responsibilities of the distressed
kids in absence of their parents or guardians. A good number
of establishments with various identities are being run by the
government across the country to accommodate and look
after these shelterless children. The Ministry of Women and
Children Affairs is patronizing eight thousand clubs working
on the issues relating to the children at the union level. All
the benevolent activities by the government include the
amendment of the derailed juveniles and bringing them back to
the right track. Over 1100 delinquents involved with the legal
process or received from courts are now under shelter at four
dedicated development centres in Gazipur (Tongi, Konabari
and Joydevpur) and Jashore (Pulerhat). Among them, the
Joydevpur Centre under the Department of Women Affairs and
the Konabari Centre under the Department of Social Services
with the total capacity of accommodating 250 inmates are
purely for female inmates. The Children Welfare Boards at the
national, district and upazila level headed by Social Welfare
Minister, Deputy Commissioners and Upazila Nirbahi Officers,
respectively regularly monitor all the children development
programmes.

Juvenile delinquency is a universal problem. This problem
exists more or less in every country and in every society. This
menace, in everywhere, is managed through undertaking
various programmes. Game and sports, cultural activities,
regular counseling, upholding social and religious spirit, and
reinforcing family bonding can go a long way to keep our
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future generation safe and sound even in a hostile environment.
Co-curricular and recreational activities run by the educational
institutions are also important in this regard. And above all,
the most potential factors are the parents and guardians. They
should keep a constant vigilance on the movements of their
wards at this stage. They should be tough, rational as well as
soft giving due attention to feelings of the Juveniles. Their
devoted love and care can turn a delinquent to a worthy citizen
of tomorrow.

Writer : Vice-Chairman, Bangladesh Film Censor Board
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Bangabandhu’s Historic 7 March Speech:
A Masterpiece by a Poet of Politics

Taslima Akter

A good number of addresses delivered by the veteran
world leaders are now included in the academic courses at
various levels. However, the address by Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman before over 1 million
people at the Racecourse Maidan (now Suhrawardz Udzan)
on 7 March, 1971 is a unique one in many considerations. The
Speech of the thunderous voice of Bangabandhu inspiring
millions of Bangalees to lay down their lives for liberating
the motherland has a special position to the learners specially
to those with literature background. Another important
dimension of this historic speech is the effective application
of all the skills of communication of public address making
it a textbook example for the communicators specially for
the teachers. Universally all the leaders are good teachers or
communicators. This uniqueness has been more pronounced
in case of Bangabandhu. When any teacher listens to
Bangabandhu’s 7 March Speech, he or she would surely get
some ingredients to absorb at least in terms of communication
proficiency.

No legend speech like that of Bangabandhu has been
able to stir the world to that extent. If anyone click online,
a huge stockpile of literature on the speech would be visible
within second. Journals, compilations, articles, features,
research findings, press reports, seminars, symposiums etc.
on threadbare analysis of the historic speech are coming out
every day. The American news magazine the ‘Newsweek’
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in its 5 April, 1971 issue published a special article on
Bangabandhu’s 7 March Speech in which the Great Leader
was described as a “Poet of Politics’.

As a student of literature, | think, a political leader is a
some sort of poet, who leads the followers to a world of dream.
Bangabandhu had also been such a poet who was able to hypnotize
his people with a dream of having an independent country
breaking shackles of subjugation of thousands of years. However,
a poet may or may not think of realizing his or her dream. From
a poetic position, the speciality of Bangabandhu is, he had been
able to materialize what he dreamt and what he made his people
dream. So many leaders in this land dreamt of independence
and carried out long struggle accordingly but failed in the long
run. But Bangabandhu was unique in achiving thousands years
old long cherished goal. And that is why, Bangabandhu is the
greatest Bangalee of the all times, the founder of the Bangalee
nation based state, the architect of the Independent Bangladesh
and the father of the Nation of Bangladesh. Bangladesh and
Bangabandhu are inseparable. As long as Bangladesh remains,
the name of Bangabandhu will also remain. The conspiracy to
undermine Bangabandhu in the chonicles of Bangladesh has
never been successful, rather the conspirators themselves were
thrown in the garbage of the history.

The 7 March Speech, the ground breaking event towards
achieving the most coveted freedom, has tagged Bangabandhu
as the Poet of Politics. Bangabandhu delivered a huge number
of speeches throughout his political life. He was an extra-
ordinary orator. Each and every speech delivered by him was
a poem. The best masterpiece was the 7 March Speech. His
political acumen, charismatic leadership, undisputed command,
sagacious thinking, profound wisdom, tower personality,
invincible courage, indomitable spirit, sky high confidence-
everything was in climax while he was delivering the speech.
The freedom fighters during the War of Liberation used to
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listen to this speech to boost up their moral strength. Even after
half a century, whenever we listen to this iconic speech, we feel
a stirring in our blood. The wording of this speech is tied in a
miracle way that, not a single unit can be changed. No one would
be able to put pen on it changing even a word. Whenever we read
it, we find it as an extra-ordinarily inspiring poem, not prose.

Along with an exceptional skill of making a prompt public
address, Bangabandhu was also blessed with an enormous
potentiality of writing. We see his journalistic zeal in the then
Daily Ittehad and other newspapers and periodicals. We also
witness Bangabandh’s distinctive creative writing spirit in his
autobiography ‘Oshomapto Attojiboni’ (Unfinished Memoirs),
‘Karagarer Rojnamcha’ (Prison Daily Life Diary) (daily life diary
written Bangabandh during his about 13 years imprisoned life) and
‘Amar Dekha Naya Chin’ (The New China as | Saw), ‘Pakistani
intelligence report on Father of the Nation’ and ‘Smritikatha’
(memoirs) (compilation yet to complete).

As a part of the under-graduate and graduate course syllabuses
under the Department of English, the students have to go through
detailed analysis of the 7 March Speech of Bangabandhu. The
students are also to studz some other world renowned speeches.
These include ‘The Gettysburg Address’ by U. S. President Abraham
Lincoln, ‘I have a Dream’ by American Civil Rights Activist Martin
Luther King Jr. and ‘A Long Walk To Freedom’ (autobiography
and addresses) by South African Anti-apartheid Leader Nelson
Mandela. Some other epoch-making addresses come as references.
Addresses by British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, Soviet
Leader Vladimir Lenin, Founding Father of the People’s Republic
of China Mao Tse-tung, Vietnamese Leader Ho Chi Minh, India’s
Non-violent Resistance Movement Leader Mahatma Gandi and the
First Indian Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru are notable.
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Among all the world renowned addresses, the 7 March Speech
of Bangabandhu is the most acclaimed one. This is the best
speech of all the times. The speciality of this speech is;
Bangabandhu delivered it fully extempore without having any
script or talking points or even hints. The script of the speech
now available was prepared from its audio-tape. Moretovver,
Bangabandhu delivered the speech in a life and death critical
moment and none of the world leaders mentioned above
delivered speech in such a nerve-breaking pressure. Abraham
Lincoln’s highest rated the Gettysburg Address was a three
minute long with less than 275 words. The well scripted speech
was delivered at a ceremony recalling the soldiers killed in the
‘Battle of Gettysburg’. And British Prime Minister Winston
Churchill delivered his outstanding speech ‘Never was so
much owed by so many to so few’ commemorating the pilots
of the Royal Air Force killed in the “Battle of Britain’.
Bangabandhu was under extreme pressure from the then
ongoing movement activists to declare independence without
any delay. There was also a reasonable ground for such
declaration after dilemma of the Pakistani Junta to hand over
power to the people’s representative following the election
results. On the other hand, the Pakistani Junta was out to quell
such one sided declaration branding it as a separatist movement.
Bangabandhu as a leader of the majority people of Pakistan
had never been readz to take the blame. International support
and sympathy needed for the Independence Struggle was also
in his consideration. So, he had to be very thoughtful and
strategic in selecting his words in the speech. How strategic he
was! In the address, calling upon the countrymen to get readz to
face the enemy in the imminent war with whatever the weapon
they had, Bangabandhu finally proclaimed, ‘The struggle
this time is a struggle for freedom-the struggle this time is a
struggle for emancipation.” He, in the speech, detailed various
necessary preparation and gave all out directives for the war.
However, about in the middle of the address, Bangabandhu
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gave four conditions like withdrawal of Martial Law, sending
back army personnel to barracks, investigation into the killing
of the Bangalees and transferring power to the representatives
of the people—for thinking of to join the Assembly Session
called on 25 March. Declaring strongest combat against the
Pakistani Army, Bangabandhu commanded, ‘We will strive
them (Pakistani soldiers) into submission. We will submerge
them in water’ Just immediately Bangabandhu pointing to the
Pakistani soldiers in a soft voice said, You are my brothers, stay
in your barracks and no harm will come to you.” In the address,
Bangabandhu declared the continuation of the ongoing general
strike in the government and semi-government offices and
courts, but exempted rickshaws, launches, etc considering the
suffering of the poor people. Thus we get both the soft hearted
humanitarian and hardliner uncompromising Bangabandhu in
his legendary address. The conversation style

although the address made it more attractive. The total
history of exploitation and repression on the Bangalees by the
Pakistani rulers came in his brief but profound and deep speech.
Bangabandhu, throughhisthunderous voice keptthe huge audience
surging like waves of the most rough ocean. His unwavering call
touched the heart of every Bangalee and mobilized the whole
nation to get prepared for the ultimate sacrifice.

Bangabandhu’s 7 March Speech is also a matter of
interest from the language communication point of view.
From our language learning knowledge, we know, a person
can deliver highest 3 words in a second for an understandable
communication. This should be one third for a huge crowd
using hundreds of loud speakers of microphone as had been
on the Racecourse Ground on that day. The total number of
words in the about 19 minute long age winning speech was
1107. The seasoned orator Bangabandhu maintaining that
standard communication rule pronounced on an average 58 to
60 words in every minute. There was no repetition of word or
redundancy in the speech. However, repetition of some words
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in one or two spots were just to give emphasis or reinforce the
inner meaning. The inborn and inbuilt leader Bangabandhu,
through his robust voice, articulation, bodz language, gesture
and posture was so communicative that every individual of
the huge gathering had been able to follow what he meant.
While delivering speech, the way he was moving towards
every direction to draw attention of audience of all sections of
the gathering was also unique. The use of local dialect in the
speech made it more effective. Bangabandhu developed this
unparallel oratory skill over the years. He delivered most of
his speeches instantly, without any prior preparation. He was
gifted with an extra-ordinary intellect of drafting speech just
seeing the audience from dais. His memory was so sharp that
he could recall any one he had talked to anywhere, any time
even long before. He had always been with an extra-ordinary
talent to read the mind of the people. And that is why, he was
the leader of the mass people of the whole country.

The 7 March Speech of Bangabandhu was inscribed
as a documentary heritage in the Memory of the World
International Register of UNESCO on 30 October, 2017.
Earlier, the members of the International Advisory Committee
of the UNESCO during its meeting from 24 to 27 October,
2017 in Paris thoroughly reviewed the 7 March Speech that had
created a nation state. They had greatly been amazed seeing
how a very tall statured leader through his fiery words kept a
human sea of a mammoth rally up roaring with slogans all the
time. UNESCO in its declaration said, the message imbued in
the speech is still relevant and inspiring today as it calls for
more inclusive and democratic societies in which the political,
economic and cultural aspirations of all groups are fulfilled.

Writer : Associate Professor, Department of English, Siddheswari
Girls’ College, Dhaka
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Skilled Youth for Developed Nation
A H M Masum Billah

The youth is the driving force of a country’s development.
Today’s youth will lead the country in the future. They come
first in any crisis. From the anti-British movement or our
language movement to the liberation war, there was effective
participation of the youth in all fields. The youth of the country
is playing a very important role in tackling the Covid-19 crisis.
Doctors, nurses, sample collectors, volunteers and those who
have come forward for burial are mostly young in age.

Young people are full of potentials. If this promising youth
force can be utilized, the country will move forward towards
development step by step. For this, the youth have to acquire
new skills according to the needs of the age. They have to
establish themselves in new professions. It is not enough to just
sit in the hope of getting a job, they should aim at becoming
an entrepreneur to create job opportunities for others. The role
of the youth is especially important in the context of achieving
the Sustainable Development Goals and the Fourth Industrial
Revolution. Therefore, it is important to give utmost importance
to the education, training and skill development of the youth.

At present about 32 percent of the total population of
Bangladesh is youth. It is estimated that about 22 lakh young
people enter the job market every year. Of these, two to two
and a half lakhs youths are able to create their workplaces in
the country’s market. In addition, every year job opportunities
are created for an average of eight lakh to one million young
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people abroad. Apart from these, a large part of the youth
is engaged in informal employment. All of them need to be
involved in the mainstream of development. This requires
skill development training. At the same time, we need to be
more aware that all the training conducted for the youth is of
international standard.

In addition to acquiring skills technical areas, young people
also need to pay attention to acquiring proficiency in foreign
languages, especially those who are employed abroad or trying
to achieve this goal. Proficiency in a foreign language creates
the possibility of higher wages and pay. At present, those
interested in getting employment abroad are being trained in
several languages including English, Japanese and Korean in
the country. According to government estimates, there are more
than 12 million Bangladeshi workers abroad with reputation
in different countries of the world. However, the amount of
income of NRBs is not satisfactory. The same manpower in
India and the Philippines is earning several times more than us.
The main reason for this is that we are not able to send skilled
human resources abroad. Therefore, after acquiring proper
work skills, young people should concentrate on employment
abroad.

However, young people should not run after jobs only,
rather as entrepreneurs they can be self-employed and can create
new jobs markets for the people around them. In the context of
achieving SDGs by 2030 and building a developed country by
2040 the time has come for young people to pay more attention
to the possibility of becoming entrepreneurs. The youth society
has to take responsibility for the implementation of Vision 2041
and they have to be developed as worthy citizens to realize that
dream. Our country will become a developed country by 2041
with the hands of the youth
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The government is working sincerely to solve the problems
of the youth of the country and to enable them to play a role in
the development activities. The government continues its efforts
to accelerate the pace of development by harnessing the power
of young generation. In addition to formulating the National
Youth Policy 2017 for their welfare, the policy for National
Service Program has been formulated to include the educated
youth in the nation building work. Recently, the government has
taken initiative to work with the youth of the country through the
Youth for Global Bangladesh program. The goal of this program
is to work out how to make the young generation more efficient.
In addition, on the occasion of the OIC Youth Capital Summit,
the Ministry of Youth and Sports has taken decision to give
‘Bangabandhu Global Youth Leadership Award’ to 10 people
in the categories of innovation, environment, humanity, sports-
culture-art and entrepreneurship. The Department of Youth
Development is implementing numbers of project including
modernizing and strengthening of Sheikh Hasina National Youth
Centre, training capacity enhancement of Department of Youth
Development, creating employment opportunity to improve the
skills of the youth.

The current world has entered the era of the Fourth
Industrial Revolution. Our young people will need different
skills to survive in the face of this challenge. So we have to
think about the issues regarding this industrial revolution and
make training policies accordingly for the youth. The National
Skills Development Authority is working to ensure quality
training in youth skills development. This will increase the
quality of training for the trainees. Training institutes have to
register with the National Skills Development Authority, which
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will then monitor all activities including training procedures,
trainers, verification standards. This will increase the capacity
of training institutes.

In order to continue our economic prosperity in the future,
the youth must be properly utilized. The future of the country
and the nation largely depends on their development and
prosperity. For this, everyone has to come forward to harness
the potential of the youth by coordinating the government and
private initiatives.

Writer : Senior Information Officer, Press Information Department
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