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NEWS BRIEF
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday expressed her firm optimism that Bangladesh would celebrate the golden jubilee of independence in 2021 as a prosperous and developed nation as envisioned by Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina also said that the assassination of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in 1975 led to Bangladesh being engulfed in a political conspiracy that halted development. She came up with the comment at a rally in Suhrawardy Udyan for commemorating the Historic Homecoming Day of the Father of the Nation after his release from a Pakistani jail in 1972. Earlier in the morning, the premier paid rich tributes to Bangabandhu by placing wreaths at his portrait in front of Bangabandhu Memorial Museum at city's Dhanmondi.

Myanmar's special envoy and Minister of State for Foreign Affairs U Kyaw Tin arrived in Dhaka on Tuesday evening to discuss bilateral issues with special focus on Rohingya crisis. The special envoy, who is leading a delegation, will meet Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at Ganabhaban at 6pm on Wednesday, said a senior official at the Foreign Ministry. 

The Executive Committee of the National Economic Council (ECNEC) yesterday approved nine development projects involving Taka 8,874.16 crore. The approval came at the ECNEC meeting held at the NEC conference room in the city's Sher-e-Bangla Nagar with ECNEC Chairperson and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in the chair. The Planning Minister AHM Mustafa Kamal said at a news briefing that the meeting approved the construction of some 130 bridges at rural area across the country with a cost of Taka 3,926.76 crore. The ECNEC meeting also approved the water supply development and sanitation project for Chittagong city and rural infrastructure development project. The other projects are re-excavation of 83 rivers and channels in Bagerhat district and increasing the navigability at Mongla-Ghoshiakhali channel, increasing the crops production through farm mechanization, strengthening the research of Bina and substations development projects, electricity transmission development project for three hill tract districts, Information Bhaban construction project and development of road and drainage system at newly included Shyampur, Dhania, Matuail and Sarulia area in the Dhaka South City Corporation. 
Bangladesh has requested India to bring sixteen rivers, newly identified as transboundary rivers, under the purview of the Joint Rivers Commission of the two countries for maximizing benefits from the common river systems .‘The process for official recognition of the 16 rivers as transboundary rivers and bring those under the JRC mandate is on,’ said state minister for water resources Muhammad Nazrul Islam in Dhaka on Tuesday. Bangladesh has provided all information and findings on the 16 rivers to India, he said.   
Bangladesh is likely to deal with the Eurasian Economic  Union (EEU) for paving the way for duty-Free access to the Russian market and exploring untapped export potential in East European Market. The Ministry of commerce finalized draft of a memorandum of understanding (MOU) in this regard which earlier the EEU had forwarded to Bangladesh Embassy in Moscow. 

The Cabinet Economic Affairs Committee is set to consider Wednesday a proposal  for gas exploration in Magnama Gas Structure in offshore Block-16 reports UNB. Energy Division proposal will allow state owned Bapex to sign a “sale and purchase Agreement” with Australian oil company Santos for the Exploration.

The government has undertaken a project to renovate 100 more coaches for meter gauge lines as part of modernization of Bangladesh Railway (BR), aimed at mitigating coach crisis. Railways Minister M Mazibul Hoque on Tuesday told, "The overall Railway service has been improved significantly as the present government led by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is sincerely making this popular public transport easier and more convenient for the people." He said his ministry has undertaken and implemented various development projects to improve BR service for greater satisfaction of the passengers. 

The Chinese government has chalked out yearlong events to be held in Bangladesh and China to mark the ‘Year of Friendship and Exchanges’ including high level visits, fairs, cultural events, to further strengthen the bilateral relations, reports, UNB. There is a plan also to host an event named Day of China-Bangladesh Friendship and Exchanges; in major cities in Bangladesh this year as a part of year long events. 

State minister for labour and employment M Mujibul Huq on Tuesday said that the garment workers would get up to Tk. 5 lakh as compensation for workplace accidents from the current month. He said while speaking as chief guest at the second general meeting of the alumni of Germany based development agency GIZ at CIRDAP auditorium in the capital.  The state minister said a worker will get the highest amount of Tk. 2 lakh in case of injuries and Tk 1 lakh for treatment of any serious disease. 

The Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE) saw a record turnover yesterday a hitting a five-and-a-half-year high amid buying spree with the turnover crossing the tk. 1600 crore mark. Turnover stood at tk. 1696.94 crore yesterday up 36 percent from previous day. DSEX, the benchmark index of Dhaka Stock Exchange,  jumped up 62.78 points or 1.2 percent to finish the day at tk. 5,227.39 points. 
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