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NEWS BRIEF 
 

 

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has called for strengthening the programs of community policing to 

build a safe and peaceful society and said the police have to be associated with democratic values and more 

friendly towards people. The Prime Minister also emphasized on modernization of the police to cope with 

the emerging challenges of security and crime caused by transcendence of technology and rapid global 

changes while inaugurating the Police Week-2017 at a function at Dhaka Police Lines at Rajarbagh in the 

city yesterday. Recalling the role of police in country's democratic journey, the prime minister said the 

country was saved from a big ploy of sabotage and instability due to effective measures taken by the police 

in 2016 to root out militancy.   

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday said the activities of the SAARC should be focused, time-

bound and result-oriented one to meet peoples' expectations. She came up with the remarks when outgoing 

SAARC Secretary General Arjun Bahadur Thapa paid a farewell call on her at her official residence 

Ganabhaban in the evening. Sheikh Hasina said cooperation among the Saarc countries is needed to 

effectively address some common and similar problems. The Prime Minister mentioned the forging of sub-

regional cooperation initiative among Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal. 

 President Abdul Hamid and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday called upon all to be inspired 

with the spirits of the mass upsurge of 1969 and the Liberation War to build a prosperous Bangladesh. 

They made the call in separate messages on the eve of the historic Mass Upsurge Day and expressed 

profound respect to those who had embraced martyrdom in the historic movement in 1969. 

 The government aims to generate 697 megawatt (MW) electricity from renewable energy sources by 

2019 for attaining Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the country. Besides, the government fixed 

another target for 10 percent power to be procured from the renewable energy sources from 2020 and 

onward by following the Renewable Energy Policy, said State Minister for Power, Energy and Mineral 

Resources Nasrul Hamid while talking to BSS yesterday.  

 Bangladesh Bank (BB) is likely to announce its Monetary Policy Statement (MPS) for the second half 

of fiscal 2016-17 (FY17) on January 29 said a senior BB official yesterday. He said the monetary policy is 

being prepared to give special importance to investment, Small and Medium Enterprise (SME) and idle 

money in the banking system, to help accelerate growth and investment.  

 Chairperson of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA) Executive Committee Dr Shirin 

Sharmin Chaudhury yesterday said statelessness is a global problem. Political will and collective initiatives 

from the global community are needed to solve the crisis, she said while unveiling the cover of Bangla 

version of the handbook titled 'Nationality and Statelessness: Handbook for Parliamentarians' at 

Bangabandhu International Convention Centre jointly launched by Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) and 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).  

 Commerce Minister Tofail Ahmed yesterday urged Australian entrepreneurs to invest in Bangladesh, 

saying that the government will extend all out cooperation to Australian investors in Bangladesh. He said 

this when Australian High Commissioner in Dhaka Julia Niblett called on at his secretariat office here. 

Minister said Bangladesh has ensured safety and security of foreign investments as the government has 

enacted laws in this regard.  

    State Minister for Information and Communication Technology (ICT) Zunaid Ahmed Palak yesterday 

said the government is working to build a startup ecosystem in the country by keeping a three-layered 

pyramid structure in mind, reports BSS. He said, the innovators will be on top of the structure. Achievers 

will be in second position, followed by people involved in small sectors like freelancing. The state-minister 

came up with the observations while addressing a roundtable discussion titled "Creating a Venture Capital 

Ecosystem: Government's Role" as chief guest at Software Technology Park in capital's Janata Tower.  

 The Saudi government yesterday said they will not impose any fees on financial transfers from Saudi 

Arabia to abroad, according to a statement posted on its official webpage.  

 With active participation of investors, the daily turnover value at Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE) on 

Monday crossed Taka 2,100 crore, the highest in over six years. DSEX, the prime index of the DSE, 

settled yesterday at 5,669.80 points. 
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