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NEWS BRIEF

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday told Parliament that the anti-liberation forces have acting on an evil design to kill popular Awami League parliament members, leaders and workers who are making a stronger footing in their respective areas. The premier reiterated that the killers of lawmaker Manjurul Islam Lition must be hunted down and be given proper punishment. The leader of the house came up with the remarks while participating in a 
general discussion on obituary motion on MP Liton who was killed by assailants at his Gaibandha village home on December 31.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday asked students to stay away from terrorism, militancy and drug abuse to make themselves as worthy citizens of the country to lead the nation in the coming days. The Prime Minister said this while addressing the closing ceremony of the 46th National Winter Sports Competition of Schools and Madrasahs at Bangabandhu National Stadium.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will inaugurate the Police Week-2017 at Rajarbagh Police Lines ground in the city today. The Prime Minister will handover awards in four categories to 132 police members, including police officers, for their outstanding performance in 2016. The prime minister will also inaugurate 'Police Liberation War Museum', 'Forensic DNA Laboratory of CID', 'Cyber Crime Investigation Center', 'Cyber Training Center' and a sculpture 
of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and martyred police members in 1971 named 'Rajarbagh-71'.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday stressed the need for practical training to enhance efficiency of government officials for ensuring better public services. In a message on the eve of the National Training Day-2017, she said that all have to take challenge of efficient management to turn Bangladesh into a middle-income country by 2021 and developed one by 2041.

 
President Abdul Hamid yesterday called upon both the ruling and opposition parties to play their due role in Parliament to strengthen the country's democratic process and fulfill the expectations of the nation. He came up with call while addressing the first session of the New Year in Parliament which began yesterday and will continue till March 9.The President also highlighted the country's progress in communications, education, banking, environment, manpower, youth and development, ICT, housing and other sectors.

Bangladesh and Malaysia have agreed on the need for a greater role for multilateral bodies such as ASEAN, OIC and UN in finding a "durable solution" to the Rohingya crisis. State Minister for Foreign Affairs Md Shahriar Alam met the Foreign Minister of Malaysia Anifah Aman on the sidelines of the extraordinary session of the OIC Council of Foreign Ministers centering the situation of the Rohingya Muslim minority of Myanmar that was just held in Kuala Lumpur recently. They discussed bilateral issues including recruitment of Bangladeshi workers in Malaysia .

Finance Minister AMA Muhith yesterday said Bangladesh will have a strong capital market by 2020 which can provide us with the necessary investment. The Minister said at a program organised by Midas Investment Ltd in 
the city. 


Bangladesh Bank yesterday said that the foreign companies located in the country’s export processing zones and economic zones would be allowed to borrow from their parent companies and shareholders abroad. The BB issued a circular to the authorised dealer branches of all banks saying that type ‘A’ industries (fully owned by foreign nationals) in EPZs and EZs would get permission to take short-term foreign currency loans from their parent companies and shareholders abroad.
The government has taken steps to ease the process of doing business in an effort to jumpstart investment situation. By the end of this month, a roadmap will be finalised for every government agency, which would specify how many days it would take an investor to start his/her business, get the relevant permits and electricity connection. Bangladesh Investment Development Authority or BIDA informed this at a press conference held at the capital's Sonargaon Hotel yesterday.

 
Foreign Minister AH Mahmood Ali has said Bangladesh always attaches high importance to the ethos of SAARC and will continue to play a constructive role in fostering regional cooperation for betterment of the millions of people of this region. He told this when outgoing Secretary General of Saarc Arjun Bahadur Thapa called on him at the foreign ministry yesterday. 


The present government of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has given top priority on electricity production. LGRD & Cooperatives Minister Engineer Khondoker Mosharraf Hossain said this yesterday when he was inaugurating a newly constructed electric distribution line of Palli Biddyut Samity(PBS) at Faridpur Sadar Upazila. Minister also disclosed that electricity production in the country has now reached to almost 15000 MW either from own source or through importing from the neighboring country.


Bangladesh and Poland yesterday discussed ways for strengthening bilateral relationship and expanding economic and trade cooperation between the two countries. Non-resident Ambassador of Poland to Bangladesh based in 
New Delhi met State Minister for Foreign Affairs Md Shahriar Alam at Foreign Ministry and discussed issues of mutual interest. 

 DSEX, the prime index of the DSE, settled yesterday at 5,602.85 points.
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