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News Brief

Awami League mayoral candidates were unofficially declared elected in the elections
to Dhaka North City Corporation and Dhaka South City Corporation yesterday. Ruling party

contestant Sheikh Fazle Noor Taposh won the DSCC election bagging 424,595 votes. He

defeated BNP's Ishraque Hossain by 188,083 votes. In DNCC, AL runner Atiqul Islam got
447,211 votes to defeat Tabith Awal of BNP who got264,l6l votes.

Awami League mayoral candidates in Dhaka city corporation polls called on Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina at Ganabhaban in Dhaka yesterday. The Premier congratulated
Sheikh Fpzle Noor Taposh and Ishraque Hossain by presenting them flower bouquets.

Speaking on the occasion, the Prime Minister also congratulated the city dwellers for casting

their votes spontaneously through EVMs. Regarding the low voter tumout in the elections,

Sheikh Hasina said, the same picture is also seen in the case of polls in developed countries.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina cast her vote in Dhaka South City Corporation polls at

Dhaka City College centre yesterday morning. The Premier while talking to repofters after
casting her vote urged the voters to'cast vote freely as per their wish. The Prime Minister,
however, lambasted the foreign missions that made Bangladesh nationals 'foreign election
observers' saying that they have done a very outrageous deed.

Information Minister Dr. Hasan Mahmud while talking to reporters at the Awami
League president's political office in city's Dhanmondi yesterday said, the polls of the two
cities are being held in a free, fair and credible manner. He hoped the voters would exercise

their democratic rights by casting votes through EVMs. Turning down the allegation of BNP
on the city polls, he said, their efforts were to make the two city corporation elections
questionable from the very beginning.

Chief Election Commissioner K M Nurul Huda while talking to reporters at the

Nirbachan Bhaban yesterday evening said, the elections were free and fair and no one lodged

any complaint that agents were driven out of polling stations during the balloting. Earlier, the

CEC while interacting with the media after casting his vote at IES School & College in city's
tJtlara on the day said, he is happy with the overall atmosphere of the Dhaka city elections.

US Ambassador to Bangladesh Earl R Miller and British High Commissioner Robert
Chatterton Dickson visited several polling centres in the city yesterday. Miller first visited
Rampura Ekramunnesa High School voting centre and then Shaheed Monu Miah
Government High School in Tejgaon area, British High Commissioner Robert Dickson
visited polling centres at Banani Bidyaniketan School and College and Azimpur Girls School

and College

BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir came up with various
allegations of irregularities in the elections to two Dhaka city corporations and called a dawn-
to-dusk hartal in Dhaka for today. Awami League Joint General Secretary Mahbubul Alam
Hanif has said, anti-people activities will be tackled with strong hands. He also said, BNP is
now an isolated party after losing public support. BNP has chosen the path of terrorism and

anarchy, he added. Bangladesh Road Transport Owners'Association President Enayet Ullah,
announced to operate their vehicles during ftre BNP called programme and said, BNP will be

held responsible if their vehicles are damaged during the hartal hours.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is to inaugurate the month-long Amar Ekushey Book
Fair at the Bangla Academy premises in the capital this afternoon. The Bangla Academy
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Literature Award will also be distributed at the opening oeremony. President Md. Abdul
Hamid and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina issued separate messages for 'Amar Ekushey Book
Fair 2020' and wished its success. This year's book fair will be dedicated to the greatest
Bengali of all time and Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on the
occasion of Mujib Borsho. The Ekushey Book Fair was shifted for one day as elections to
Dhaka North and South city corporations were held on the first day of February.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will leave Dhaka for Rome on Tuesday on a four-day
official visit to hold talks with her Italian Counterpart Giuseppe Conte. During her visit, the
Premier will attend a number of bilateral events and functions. She will retum home on
February 8.

Speaker Dr. Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury has said, unprecedented development and
positive changes have taken place in the country through the wide spread of education. She
came up with the remarks while inaugurating the golden jubilee function of Charfasson
Government College in Bhola yesterday. The present government is offering a huge number
of scholarships for girls so that they can come forward in the field of education, she added.
She said, about 26,000 primary schools have been nationalized so far by the government led
by Sheikh Hasina"

Road Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul Quader was shifted to a cabin from
Coronary Care Unit at Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University Hospital yesterday
morning as his condition improved. He was admitted to the Hospital on Friday morning with
respiratory complications.

The Biman Bangladesh Airlines special flight canying 312 Bangladeshis reached in
Dhaka yesterday from Chinese city of Wuhan, the epicenter of deadly coronavirus. The
authorities shifted the returnees to the Ashkona Hajj Camp directly from the airport, where
they will be kept under observation for next 14 days. Eight of the retumees on arrival at the
airport, however, have been addmitted to the two hospitals in Dhaka as they were found
suffering from fever. Meanwhile, Bangladesh Ambassador to China Mahbub TJz Zamanhas
said, the mission in Beijing will extend cooperation and assistance if any Bangladesh citizen
is still willing to return from China.

National Food Safety Day -2020 is being observed today across the country with a
vow to ensure safe food for all on the Mujib Year, the birth centenary celebration of Father of
the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. This year's theme of the day is oosobai

Mele Hath Melai, Nirapod Khaddo Nishchit Chai. President Md. Abdul Hamid and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina have issued separate messages on the occasion.

The Secondary School Certificate and its equivalent examinations of 2020 under 1l
education boards will begin tomorrow across the country. A total of 20,47,779 students -10,24,363 boys and 10,23,416 girls 

-are 
expected to take part in the examinations^ at 3,512

centres from 28,884 institutions.
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