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NEWS BRIEF
        Awami League (AL) yesterday proposed introduction of e-voting in the next general elections as a ruling party delegation led by its chief Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina joined talks with President Abdul Hamid on electoral system. During the 90-minute meeting Awami League leaders, proposed enactment of a law in line with the Constitution to appoint the chief election commissioner (CEC) and other commissioners.  


Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday renewed her call to Myanmar to take back its nationals from Bangladesh. She made the call when visiting Myanmar Minister of State for Foreign Affairs U Kyaw Tin met her at Ganabhaban. During the meeting, the Prime Minister said the two countries can permanently resolve the refugee problem through discussions. She also invited Myanmar State Counselor and Foreign Minister Aung San Suu Kyi to visit Bangladesh. During the meeting, U Kyaw Tin said Myanmar wants to deepen its ties and cooperation with Bangladesh. Earlier, the Myanmar minister of state had a meeting with the Bangladesh Foreign Minister at the state guesthouse Padma in the afternoon.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has asked the newly elected Zilla Parishad chairmen to discharge their duties honestly, sincerely and devotedly aiming to serve people. The Prime Minister said this yesterday while addressing the Zilla Parishad chairmen after they were sworn in at the Prime Minister's Office (PMO). Zilla Parishad would have enough power to ensure services for people and overall development of the respective districts, she said. 

A delegation of the United Nations representatives arrived in Cox’s Bazaar yesterday to look into the allegations of human rights abuses in the ongoing military crackdown on Rohingyas in Myanmar.  The four-member UN team is expected to visit all the registered and unregistered refugee camps in Cox’s Bazaar during their 13-day stay here. According to the UN, about 66,000 Rohingyas sought refuge in Bangladesh since Myanmar military began its crackdown on the minority community living in northern Maungdaw of Rakhine province last October. 

Prime minister Sheikh Hasina will address the nation today evening, marking the completion of her government’s three years in office after the January-5 national election. The address will be broadcast by Bangladesh Television, Bangladesh Betar as well as private TV channels and radio stations from 7:30pm.
        The World Bank has projected 6.8 percent GDP growth for Bangladesh, despite internal security challenges and sluggish global demand. The global lender posted the growth projections for the current financial year in its half-yearly report, Global Economic Prospects, yesterday. The government set a 7.2 percent growth target for 2016-17 fiscal. Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith was confident that the growth would not slip below 7 percent. 


The civil aviation ministry is waiting for a proposal from an Indian company to build the Khan Jahan Ali Airport, which is dubbed as the government’s "most priority project" in Rampal under Bagerhat district. An Indian firm, Larsen and Toubro Limited, which built the Indira Gandhi International Airport in New Delhi, expressed their interest to construct the proposed airport on the Build Operate Transfer (BOT) or Build Own Operate (BOO) basis, said sources in the civil aviation ministry. Civil aviation and tourism minister Rashed Khan Menon told that they had asked the Indian firm to submit a proposal to build the Khan Jahan Ali Airport. 

High Commissioner of India Harsh Vardhan Shringla inaugurated a new Indian Visa Application Center (IVAC) in Jessore yesterday. "Our efforts in 2017 will be to further ease access and simplify procedures," he said while inaugurating new Indian Visa Application Centre (IVAC). This is the 12th Indian visa center in Bangladesh, said the high commission. 
 State-owned mobile operator Teletalk yesterday signed two separate deals worth $33.1 million with equipment vendors Nokia and Alcatel-Lucent Shanghai Bell (ASB) to expand its network for both 2G and 3G services. Under the agreements, Teletalk will set up 942 new 3G sites and 1,240 2G sites in Dhaka, Rajshahi, Khulna, Barisal and Sylhet divisions. Roland Reynier, Bangladesh country head of Nokia represented ASB at the signing ceremony where Tarana Halim, state minister for telecom, was also present. Tarana said, after the completion of the three projects, Teletalk will be strong enough to compete with private mobile operators.
The government would soon appoint a consultant for designing the double-line dual-gauge 4.8-km "Bangabandhu Railway Bridge Construction" project across the Jamuna River. Yesterday Railways Minister M Mazibul Hoque told media that the railway bridge would have a positive impact on the country's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth. Bangladesh Railway (BR) would implement the proposed mega project at an estimated cost of Tk. 9,734.07 crore, of which Tk. 7,724.325 crore would come from the JICA .

A US$ 1.32 million environmental project was launched on yesterday at a workshop at Cirdap auditorium aiming to strengthen institutional capacity to enable compliance with three Rio conventions and multilateral environmental agreements signed by the government. About the priority of the environment, Environment and Forests Minister Anwar Hossain Manju said the government does not take any plan without considering the country's environment.   
Information Minister Hasanul Haq Inu described the expatriate Bangladeshis as assets and said they act as sources of pride for the country and its people. He was talking to visiting mayor of the London Borough of Brent, Councillor Parvez Ahmed who called on him at his office. The information minister said the government is pledge-bound to encourage investment of expatiates in Bangladesh. 
The country's stock markets continued their uptrend on Wednesday while the broader price index of the Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE) crossed the 5,300-point mark with surging the daily transactions to a new height which is taking the trade value at about five-years high. DSEX, the major price index of DSE, added 56.48 points at close to finish the day at 5,333.88.  
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