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News brief

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday said the stern stance of the government against militancy and terrorism will continue. The Prime Minister said this while addressing a discussion meeting marking the 98th birthday of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre. The Prime Minister urged the people of all strata to get united against the social menaces. Prime Minister also called upon all to inform the law enforcement agencies if anyone notices anything related to militancy and terrorism to take appropriate measures. The Prime Minister reiterated her pledge for establishing Bangladesh as the most peaceful country in South Asia saying that it is her responsibility to complete the unfinished tasks of the Father of the Nation and change the fate of people. Prime Minister said, like Bangabandhu the aim of her politics is to ensure the welfare of people and not to undermine their dignity and honour. 

Finance Minister AMA Muhith yesterday urged exporters to diversify products for expanding export market in the world with a view to making Bangladesh a middle-income country. The Finance Minister was addressing as chief guest at a dialogue at Sonargaon Hotel in the city. The Minister said, to make the country a middle income one Bangladesh would have to reduce dependence on RMG as exportable item. 
Commerce Minister Tofail Ahmed suggested the labour leaders to demand increasing price of the apparel products to the buyers. Commerce Minister also called upon to support the RMG sector positively, as the sector is driving the country's economy. The Minister said this while inaugurating a daylong job fair organized by BGMEA in the city yesterday. At the fair, 40 garment factories offered jobs to around 1,000 people to work as operators executives and manager level. 
Prime Minister's Foreign Affairs Adviser Dr. Gowher Rizvi said there is no place of extremism in Islam as it is the religion of peace. The Adviser said this while addressing at a publication ceremony yesterday. Dr. Rizvi said some people are spreading violence in the name of religion. 

 Prime Minister’s Media Adviser Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury yesterday said the wage board for print and electronic media would be declared soon. The Adviser said this at the view-exchange meeting with the journalists at Chittagong Press Club.  The Adviser said the present government would also formulate a new policy for print, electronic and online media for development of the industry after discussion with all stakeholders. The Adviser urged the journalists to work with responsibility to strengthen democracy foiling plots and combating militancy to uphold the country’s image and continue advancement. 

Dhaka North City Corporation Mayor Annisul Huq reiterates his promise to make Dhaka cleaner and greener. The Mayor said a total of 5,200 CCTV cameras will be installed in DNCC areas by next two years .He also said the roads will be beautified with high powered LED bulbs and nearly 21 U-loops will be built to minimize the traffic congestion. He made the remarks while inaugurating a cleanliness campaign at Gulshan Lake Park yesterday. 
Inspector General of Police AKM Shahidul Hoque said yesterday that the law enforcement agencies have been instructed to eliminate militants, terrorists and the neo-JMB along with their networks with an iron hand in the country. Ruling out the presence of Islamic State (IS) in the country, IGP clarified that there was no evidence and existence of the militant outfit here.  


Bangladesh and Russia have initiated a draft agreement on spent fuel management of Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant (RNPP) project. According to a press statement, issued by Russian contractor Rosa-tom, both sides Dhaka and Moscow signed the initial draft on March 15 in Dhaka. 
Bangladesh has overtaken China to become the largest Denim supplier to the European Union, a development that would give confidence to the country's garment sector as it looks to hit $50 billion in exports by 2021. The country has also become the third largest Denim supplier to the US. 

DSEX, the prime index of the DSE, settled yesterday at 5701.26 points. 
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