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NEWS BRIEF

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday said water is a wealth and it can no longer be a free input and infinite resource to production or development while addressing an event titled 'World's Under-water' at Congress Centre of BetaZone. She also underscored the need for further efforts to facilitate trans-boundary agreements and joint governing institutions for all basins and aquifers, saying collaboration on water demands 'mutual trust' and 'respect' among peoples, states and business. She also mentioned Bangladesh's peaceful delimitation of its maritime boundaries with Myanmar and India in the Bay of Bengal. She mentioned that though sharing of trans-boundary river water is often complex two decades back, Bangladesh succeeded to enter into a long-term sharing arrangement with India on the Ganges waters. 


President Abdul Hamid yesterday wrapped up the talks by receiving proposals separately from three political parties -- Bangladesh Islami Front, Bangladesh Muslim League and Zaker Party – on Election Commission reconstitution at Bangabhaban. The president expressed the hope that formation of a strong and effective Election Commission (EC) would be possible on the basis of the opinion and proposals of political parties. During the talks with the President, the delegation of BIF  proposed to set up a separate secretariat for EC. The BML delegation proposed formation of the new EC with people who are free from political influence and capable of taking decision independently. It also proposed inclusion of a women's representative in the EC. ZP proposed formation of a search committee incorporating representatives from all registered political parties for constitution of EC.

The government yesterday signed a $200 million loan agreement with Asian Development Bank to help small and medium-sized enterprises in rural Bangladesh. Economic Relations Division secretary (in-charge) Kazi Shofiqul Azam and the ADB country director in Bangladesh Kazuhiko Higuchi inked the loan agreement on behalf of their respective sides at ERD in the city. Priority will be on women engaged in subsistence trade and retail activities, who typically have limited access to finance. 

State Minister for ICT Zunaid Ahmed Palak told global community that all Bangladesh citizens would be connected with the internet facilities by 2021. He made this comment while addressing a focus group discussion titled 'innovation to connect the unconnected' at the 47th annual meeting of the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. Zunaid said around 40 percent of Bangladesh population were now connected with internet and the rest would be brought under the facility in next five years. 

Cabinet Economic Affairs Committee yesterday gave its approval to two proposals 'in principle', an LNG terminal to be set up by local Summit Group, and import of LNG from RasGas of Qatar on government-to-government agreement basis.

The government yesterday signed a €30.75 million or Tk 257 crore deal with French company Technip to prepare the engineering design in an effort to treble the processing capacity of Eastern Refinery at the secretariat in Dhaka.  The new unit will raise the processing capacity to 4.5 million tonnes of crude oil per year from the existing 1.5 million tonnes. Nasrul Hamid, state minister for power and energy, said the cost of construction of the second unit has been estimated at Tk 16,739 crore ($2.1 billion). 


The three-day 68th session of the executive committee of African-Asian Rural Development Organization (AARDO) will begin in the city Today . Some 35 representatives from 14 countries of Africa and Asia continents will take part in the session. 

Finance Minister AMA Muhith yesterday opened a bottling plant of Coca-Cola in Bhaluka, the US beverage maker's first factory in Bangladesh, as part of its $74 million investment plan for the country. 

Amir Hossain Amu yesterday said that the MoU signed by Alfanar Energy (AE) of Saudi Arabia and BSEC has introduced a new trend for Saudi-Bangladesh investment and he hoped it would pave the way for new Saudi Arabian investment to Bangladesh. He said, this deal is the result of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s visit to Saudi Arabia as the agreement was made during the PM’s visit last year.  


Commerce Minister Tofail Ahmed yesterday said that he would work to provide cash incentives for garment accessories exporters. The minister came up with the assurance while addressing the inaugural ceremony of four day GAPEXO-2017 as chief guest in Bashundhara in the capital.

DSEX, the prime index of the DSE, settled yesterday at 5,533.47 points.
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