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NEWS BRIEF

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday said her government is highly committed to ensure compliance with regard to labour rights, workplace safety and environmental standard in the industry. She said this while replying to questions at a workshop titled "Shaping a New Water Economy" in the 47th Annual Meeting of the World Economic Forum at Congress Centre in Davos, Switzerland. The premier said that every factory has Occupational Safety Committee where employers and workers are working together. The prime minister said since 2015, Bangladesh Government has been working with 2030 Water Resources Group (WRG) to achieve 100% waste water treatment and increase water use efficiency .


Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has urged the World Economic Forum (WEF) to arrange a meeting of it in Dhaka focusing on 'Bangladesh and regional economy' to attract more investment for expediting the country's development further when WEF Executive Chairman Klaus Schwab met her at the Congress Center in Davos on yesterday. The prime minister also called upon the WEF executive chairman to ask the investors through the ongoing WEF 2017 forum to invest massively in Bangladesh taking the advantage of the existing congenial investment atmosphere. Highly praising the able leadership of Sheikh Hasina, the WEF executive chairman said development in various sectors in Bangladesh, especially maintaining a steady GDP growth and taking it to over 7 percent amid worldwide economic recession, is  'remarkable'. 


Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has ruled out the notion of losing effectiveness of South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC). She said that the eight-nation regional body is very much alive and has an opportunity to do more work for changing the lot of the people of South Asian region. The Bangladesh prime minister expressed these views while participating in an interactive session on "Harnessing Regional Cooperation in South Asia" in the 47th Annual Meeting of the World Economic Forum (WEF) at the Congress Centre in Switzerland  yesterday evening. She said to eradicate poverty, the SAARC countries will have to boost trade as well as connectivity and the people-to-people contact. 


President Abdul Hamid urged all to put united efforts so that the hard-earned democracy is not hampered in anyway. The President said this while addressing the 1st convocation of National University at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre in Dhaka yesterday. The president said the government has taken up a lot of programmes to turn Bangladesh into a middle income country by 2021 and a developed one by 2041. Congratulating the graduates, president Hamid told them to work using their conscience. He also asked the NU authorities to use information technology in academic activities for building digital Bangladesh. 


President, Abdul Hamid yesterday stressed the need for dialogue or discussions among the political parties as two Islamic parties– Khelafat Majlish and Jamiat-e-Ulamaye Islam Bangladesh– demanded election-time interim government. The president held talks with the two parties at Bangabhban as part of his ongoing talks with political parties on the reconstitution of the Election Commission.


Finance Minister AMA Muhith yesterday expressed his firm hope that the country would attain 8 percent GDP growth in next two-year while addressing as the chief guest at a discussion at the Bangladesh Bank headquarters in the city.  Muhith said the current economic trend indicates that the GDP growth will be achievable. The minister said the current investment environment of the country is very good and hoped that the investment GDP ratio would be 32 percent within the next years. 


Commerce minister Tofail Ahmed has urged the Indian government to withdraw the anti-dumping duty as early as possible. In a meeting with the newly-elected board of directors of the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry at commerce ministry auditorium in the capital Dhaka yesterday  the minister said as the bilateral trade between Bangladesh and India was in favour of India, the neighbouring country should not have imposed the anti-dumping duty. 


The wage board for readymade garments workers will be formed in 2018, said labour and employment secretary Mikail Shipar yesterday while addressing a roundtable discussion on ‘Ensuring Sex and Reproductive Healthcare Facilities: Hindrance and Responsibility’ in the city. The labour secretary underscored the need to build up faith among labour workers, owners and the government as well as to ensure good management at the middle level to ensure higher production in the factories. 


Daily trade turnover on Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE) scaled Tk 20-billion mark yesterday for the first time in six years as investors put fresh stakes on stocks. It happens to be the biggest single-day transaction in the last six years since January 25, 2011, when the turnover totaled a record Tk 20.64 billion. Attuned to the rising turnover value, DSEX, the prime index of the DSE, continued to hold its soaring momentum, adding 97.61 points more to settle at a historical high of 5,575.47 points.
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