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News Brief

The cabinet has approved in principle a draft of the ooNarcotics control (Amendment)
Ac! 2020" keeping a provision of holding the trial of drug related cases in the competent
courts instead of tribunals. The cabinet meeting with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in the
Chair at her office yesterday also decided that no more Bangladeshis would be brought back
from coronavirus affected China, as the authorities concerned did not find any authenticity of
the allegations that Bangladeshis residing in China are not getting foods and other facilities.
The cabinet also adopted a motion of felicitation as the Bangladesh Cricket Team clinched
the ICC Under-l9 World Cup trophy by defeating mighty India. The Prime Minister in her
address on the occasion described clinching of the trophy by Bangladesh Under-l9 Cricket
Team as a gift for the nation in the Mujib Borsho. A grand reception would be accorded to
the youth tigers at Suhrawardy Udyan, she added.

Liberation War Affairs Minister AKM Mozammel Huq at the Jatiya Sangsad in
Dhaka yesterday placed a proposal for introducing an international award after the name of
Father of the Nation Bangabandhu. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in the 'Mujib Year' on the
occasion of Bangabandhu's birth centenary. Home Minister Asadtzzaman Khan informed the
House that all the Machine Readable Passport will gradually be turned into e-Passport within
next five years as it is internationally recognized travel document across the world. Planning
Minister M A Mannan informed the Parliament that the present government is working to
fully eradicate extreme poverty by bringing it down to zero percent by 2031 and the
enactment of the long term planning 'vision-204f is now at the final stage.

Road Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul Quader has said, BNP has become
dependent on foreigners as the party has no confidence in the people. He said this while
speaking at a press conference at his ministry yesterday. He said, BNP has become politically
bankrupt and making complaints is now their only asset. If they have any complaint, they
should make it to the countrymen not to foreigners, he added.

Information Minister Dr. Hasan Mahmud while addressing a function in Chattagram
yesterday referring to the two city corporation polls of Dhaka city said, BNP went to foreign
diplomats to make complaints. Thus, they insulted the voters of Dhaka city, the people of the
country and the state as well. If they have any complaint they could go to the Election
Commission or court, he added.

Bangladesh and Canada have agreed to partner with research and training to support
the development of safe food and sustainable agriculture. A MoU was signed between the
two countries in Dhaka yesterday in presence of Agriculture Minister Dr. Md. Abdur
Razzaque and visiting Canadian Minister of Agriculture of Saskatchewan Province David
Marit.

Commerce Minister Tipu Munshi while talking to the reporters after a meeting with
David Marit, the visiting Agriculture Minister of Canada's Saskatchewan province at his
ministry in Dhaka yesterday said, Bangladesh will look for alternative markets to source
garlic, ginger and other spices in case the coronavirus outbreak is prolonged. He also said, we
will not face any difficulties if onion import from China is stopped.

Health and Family Welfare Minister Zahid Maleque while speaking at a meeting on

health awareness at his ministry yesterday said, the government has so far scanned over
90,000 passengers who travelled to Bangladesh from abroad and no Coronavirus case was
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detected in the country. He also said, a total of 12,630 passengers were scanned across the
country in the last 24 hours.

State Minister for Fisheries and Livestock Ashraf Ali Khan Khasru while speaking at
a meeting at his ministry yesterday said, in case of import of livestock from coronavirus
countries, the imported animals will be monitored in quarantine for at least 15 days. Import of
eggs from overseas would not be allowed. The country has sufficient egg production and

there is no need to import eggs from abroad at this time, he added.

Housing and Public Works Minister A S M Rezaul Karim while addressing an event
at the World Urban Forum organised by LlN-Habitat at Abu Dhabi in UAE yesterday urged
the member countries to come forward for environmentally urbanization to build a liveable
world.

The 45th International Kolkata Book Fair (IKBF) has been dedicated to Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman marking the birth centenary of the Great
Leader. Bangladesh, besides, has been made the theme country of the book fair. The authority
of IKBF made the announcement recently.

Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan while talking to reporters after attending a

meeting on the observance of Language Martyrs' Day and International Mother Language
Day at his ministry yesterday said, special security measures will be taken in and around the
Central Shaheed Minar in the capital, all the divisional cities, districts and upazilas for the
smooth observance of the Day.

State Minister for Information Dr. Murad Hasan while speaking at the closing
ceremony of a two-day training programme of Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha district
correspondents at PIB in Dhaka yesterday sought cooperation ofthejournalists for the proper
implementation of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's 10 special initiatives to build a hunger
and poverty free Bangladesh.

The Asian Development Bank has approved $42 million in project readiness
financing for a facility (PRF) to help improve transport connectivity and promote multimodal
transport in Bangladesh. An MOU was in this regard in Dhaka yesterday. According to the
deal, the PRF will support project preparation for communication network in the road and rail
connectivity of ports, land ports, and border crossing points.

A High Court Division bench in hearing on a writ petition yesterday declared
gambling illegal in the 13 upscale clubs including Dhaka Club.

An amount of Taka 6.46 crorc
International Trade Fair held form January
city, EPB sources said this yesterday.
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