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News Brief
J'he Cabinet has ettclorsed in principle thc drall of the National Online Media Policl, 2017

(Alnendntertt 2020) keeping the provision that the licensccl television and radio channels woLrlci have to get
registered for operating their online news portals.'l-he ncwspapers rvould have to go throrrglt thc sante
procedure if they tnalte variations in their onliue versions Ir'orn their print ones. The Cabinet rvith Printe
Minister Sheikh Ilasirta virtually presiding finally approvecl a ch'a1t o['the "Narcotics (Amcnclnrent) Act.
2020".Besides,theCabinetalsogavertod inprinciplctothedlaltol'tlreMedical College(CovcrningBoclies)
(lLepeal), Act 2020. -l'he Cabinet granted a proposal to repeal the Cabinet's decision taken on .larruiu'1, 2.2012
regalcling approval in principle of the draft of "sonadia Deep Sealtort Authorily ACt'l'.2012." lt also cnclorsed a
proposal to celeblate August 5 cvery year as the birthdal, ol'Shaheed Captain Sheilth I(arnal, the eldest son of
the Father of the Nation.

The govelnnleltt of'Banglaclesh has ilnnnuncecl one clnv Nation^l Morrlning tollorrow, in liorrour of
fbrmer Indian President ['ranaLr Mulilterjee r.r,hcl passecl a\ya],yesterclay. [,rcsicleltt Mcl. AbdLrl Ilantid ancl
Plimc Minister Slreihh Ilasirra in scparate conclolence r.nessages have expressecl cleep shock ancl sorrow at
Prattab MLtkhetjee's death. 'fhc President in his l)ressage, recallcd his l97l role irt nrobilizing iutelnational
supports fbr Bangladcsh's independence. The Pt'ernier in her message, describccl MLrhher.iee as llangladesh's
''true fi'iend".

Printe Ministel Sheil<h I'lasina has said, BNI) corrldn't clerry Ziaur llahntan's involventent in the
Augtrst 15. 1975 cat'nage as thc killers o1'Fathcr of the Nation BangabandhLr Sheilih MLrjibur Rahnrarr said that
Zia gave tlterr cotrplete sultpot't in tlris regarcl.'l'hc Prcnrier was speal<ing at a virtual discussion organized by
Banglaclesh Chhatra Leaguc nralliing the National Morrrnirrg Da1,al the AL,'s ccntral ol-fice at l]angabandhrr
Aventte in the capital yesterclay. 'l-he PM said. Zia had clestlol'cci the stLrdent colnlnul.ril-y as he pushecl nrarrv
nteritorioLts students to clil'l-erent traclts rvith giving tlrcnr arnrs and nrclrrey. Irollorving the lbolltrints ol'her'
Irttstrand, Khaleda Zia dicl the sarne thing in terms of'using stuclcltts lbr pelsonal gain, she said.

Road Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul Quader rvhile addlessing a prograrnnte thlough a video
cottf-erettciltg yesterday saicl, BN[' tailed to rvin elections ancl lvage nrovernents as the people boycclttecl tltern.
tlNP gets delbatcd bcfore their clef-cat in elections.

lnlbrnration Minister Dr. IIasan Mahrnud adclrcssing a discrrssion organized b1,'N.,\t, Bhasltani ntarl<ing
thc National Mourning Da1,at the.lati1,21 Plcss Cltrb irr tlre capital vesteldav said. BNt, sltoLrld sccli altology to
tltc natiott on tlte last cla1, o1'the nrortth of nroulning-AtrgLrst- fbr its {orrnder Ziaur ltaltntarr's irtvolventent irr

the assassitiatiott o1'Barrgitbatrclhu.The Ministcr also rrrgecl BNf'}to shuu the ill politics of patronising war
crinrinals and cornrrrunal lbrces.

The Ministl'y o1'lttfbrrrtation has clecidecl tcl fbrrn a 'Social and Nerv Media Wing' ainting at ensuring
balanced ntanagelneltt of thc cxpandint rtrass rrrcclia and social rlcclia. Inlblmatiolt Minisler I)r. []asan
Mahmucl cliscloscd tlte decision at a rnontlilv coorclination rncrrtiug at the nrinistry'yesterday. State N,linister lirr
Infbrntation Dr. Mcl. Mulad Flassart attd Secletalv Kaninrn Nalrar were prcsenl at the nrccting.'I'he rnccting
also decided to concluct rnobilc cotrrts against cablc opelators lirr operating illegal chantrels.

Foreigtt Miltister l)r.,,\ I( Abdul Monren has erpresscd his hope of bringing bacl< Rashcd Chorvdltur'1,,
otte oltltc fLrgitive cottvictecl liillers o1'Fatlter ol'the Nation Ilan-uabanclhLr Sheil<h Mujibur Raltrnan currcntll,
hiding in the USA witlt tirlse intbt'tnatiou. to the country rvithin the'N'lirjib Year''.'['he Miltistel u,as sltcal<in-q
a1 a discussion marl<ing the National MoLrnting Day at.latiya Press CILrb in the capital yestercla1,,. 1'he
governntettt has alreacly dctectecj auothcr Bangabandhu's lirgitivc l<iller Noor ChowclhLrrl,, living in Clanitcla" lte
lirrtlrer sirirl.

Parliantentarl'Standing Cornnrittce on tlre Larv..lrrstice ancl Parliantcntarl,'Af'lairs at a nreeting at
Sangsacl Bhabalt yestelclav rvith its Cltairrriirr Abclul NIalin I(haslu in the chair recoltrntenclccl coustitrrfirrg a

ttatiottal con.unissittrr to bling all those, rvlio rvele involvecl in tlie l<illings of'Fatltel ot'thc Nation ancl nrost o1-

his faurill, rrerrbers on August 15. 1975, to.justie c.

Jb



Healtlt ancl lrantil_y Welfare Minister Zahid Malecpre has said, South I(olea will provicle ciglrt lahh
COVID-19 testing liits ancl tu,o labs to Bangladcsh to l'ight tlie deadll,vilus. IIe rvas spcal<ing at a prcss brielirrg
ailer a tneeting rvith Soitth l(ttrceur Alnbassaclol to Banglaclesh Lee.lang Keun at his ntinistry yestercla-v.
RegaldingthecoDll)-lgvztccirte, theMinistersaid,Banglaclcshhasapprovcdlrnal orythase-3huurantrial ol'a
prosllective COVII)-19 vaccilte b),Cltina's private Sinovac Biotech Ltd. Banglacleslt has been giverr assuraltces
over the strppl-v o1'the Oxfbrd Liniversity's covtD-19 vaccine. Ire said. At thc sante tinre, letter has been sent to
the Russian governlltcut regarcling the intport of vacciues, he sard.

Bangladesh yesterday lecorded 33 rrorc firtalities fl'onr the novel cororravirLrs irr a daily count, raising
the death toll from the pandemic to,1,281. At the siirrre tirne recovery count rose to 2,04,887 attcr another
2,980 patierrts r,vel'e clischargecl tl'orr the hospitals cluring thc periocl.'l'hc coLrntry also sar.v lirrlhcr rise irr
coronaviruts cases with the cietection of 2.174 nerv cases tal<ing thc total nirntber olcases to 3,12,996.

'l-he governttrent Itas issueci tbur-pornt clircctives fbr thc ovcrall lirnctioning ancl rnovernent o1'the
ptrblic to contaitt the COVID-lq. The fbur-point clircctives issuecl by the Cabinct Division yesterdal,said, the
respective authorities u,ill take llecessary steps to ensurer hygiene including rvearitrg masks. Necessaly action
rvill be taken against tlte ltet'sons or organizations fbr violating the health rurles.Mcarrr,rhile, the public transpolt
is going back to thc previous firrcs fl'onr today on condition ol'lbllorving Itygierre rules.

lJNlcllrlr has opertcd a 200-bed isolation and treatn.rcnt centre at'[-el<nal'in Cox's Bazar to provide
clitical care fbr Covll)-19 patients 1l'om both Banglacleshi cornnrunities and lblcetirlly displaccd Roltingvas.

A nttntber of 95,062 overscas Bangladeshi lvolhcrs, consisting of 88.406 ntale and 6,656 l-enrale, have
lost their jobs and relulned to []angladeslt tl'orn 26 dillerent fblcign natiotrs clLrring April l-August 30 period
dtte to CovlD-19 pattdcntic, Ilazrat Shalrjaltil Iuternational Ailport inlbrmecl.

lndttstries Minister NLrrul Ma.iid Mahmud llurnayun has said. Pragoti lndLrstries Limitecl, a state-
orvned collllztny. u,ill ntanufhcture Bauglaclcsli's o*,n blancl rnotor veliicles rvith teclltical assistance li'ont
Mitsubislri Corporatiott of .lapan. l'o this end. the Autonrobilc Iudustry Devclopmenl f'}olicy 2020 rvill be
flnalized very soot), he saicl.'l-he Minister nracle the rernarlis cluring a rneetins with.lapanese Antbassador 1o

Bangladesh Ito Naoki at his urinistt'y 1,s51.,',1',y. lto Naoli,i said, the far-siglttccl steps talien by'Printe Nlinister
Sheikh Ilasina to tacl<le tlte corotiavirous sitrration have cleatccl a positive investntcnt climate in []angladesh.

Banglaclesh llailrl,ay rvill procLrre a total o1'125 lrrggage vans-50 broacl-gaugc ancl 75 rrretrc-qarrqe
frorn China rvith a cost ol"falia 358.39 ct'ore. to clcvclop railrvay's cargo transllortutiou selviecs r:usicr.
Railr.val,Ministel Mcl. NLrlLrl Islatn Sujan saicl lvhile attencling thc agrcenrent signing ceremouy at thc t{ail
Bhaban yesterday.

Irrdian Iligh Clornmissiouer to Bangladesh I{iva Can-eLrly Das has saicl, Irather o1' the Nuliou
Bangabartclltu Sheilih MLriibLrr Rahrran is onc of the rnost inflrrerrtial and coLlragcor.ls leaders ol'thc 2[)th
century. Sltc tnade the lenrarli l,esterday r,r,hile addressing a virtuaI Book Gilting Sessiolt on Barrgabaltclhu as

part of'the 'N'lLrjib Borslttt' cclebrations. l-he lndian Iligh Conrrnission in Dhalia giftccl tlre boolis to 100
runiversitics and colleges across the countly'.

Internatiortal Atcltnic Enelgy Agenc\,-tAI,n Dircctor General Itallel Mariano Crossi has higlrll, ltlaiscci
Bangladesh's sustained progress irt thc clevelopn'rcnt of rruclear science, teclrnology and applications. Hc rntrde
tlte rent;rrk while Banglacleslt Peuttatiertt Representativc to tlN Asencics and other Intcruational C)rganizatiorrs
in Vienna Ambassaclol'Muhamnrad AbdLrl Muhith prcscnted his creclentials to hin'r on lrrida,v in Vicnna.
Austria.

'fhe ovelall f-lood sitLratictn irt tlte Canges bitsirr has firrtlier imltlovccl as the rvatcr level is firlling
constantly in ntost ol'tlte rivcrs lbr lhe last couple ol clay's cluc to cllvinclling of the ortrush of rvatel fl'orn the
ttpstreatn hil11, catchment arcas. Flood u,atel is recedirrs continuously in clifl'crent lorv-lying areas olsira.igonj.
Bogttra, Natore. Naogar.lrt. I{ajshahi ancl Pitbna distlicts in i{zrjsliahi clivision. Of lhe 30 river points rlonitorcd
in the Cangcs basin yestelclai,, r,r,a1er levels rccecled at 29 points, rvltile irrclcascd at one poin{.

TIte ntortal rcltrailts ol-Sector Cott'rnrancler ol'L.iberation War ol'[Janglaclcsh letilecl Ma.jol Ccnclal c tt
Dtttta. u,ho diecl in a tlS hospital arrivecl in tlte countl',\,\'estercla),. IIis bod),u,ill be tahen to the Dlrakeshwar.i
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